Del is a man that I have considerable admiration for.  There a number of ‘things’, call them characteristics, call them traits, call them whatever you’d like, that I could disclose to give you a complete portrait of Del.  Being that this is not a funeral, I will spare anyone of the volumous anecdotes and discuss the three traits that allow me to reveal why Del is a close friend and great human being.  Having known Del for years, I look at him as a sort of ‘throw back’ with his personal mantra of independence, compassion, and his faith in core values.

Del has a fierce sense of independence that is tempered by practicality.  Most people are those leaves that you see drifting down a stream.  They go with the flow and follow the path that flows continuously and provides the least amount of resistance.  Then there are people that will strike out on their own.  If there isn’t any path, they create one.  These individuals persist on a dogged vision and the ability to take that chance that we all think or talk about.  Where we see a ‘problem’ they see a ‘challenge’.  These people tend to be a bit more intelligent and more in control than others.  How do I know?  Because, as a teacher you on occasion run into students like that.  Well, that’s Del.  Del is the kind of man that would be successful at almost any endeavor that he would give his allegiance to, but he is even more extraordinary and atypical when he is involved in projects that he is unwaveringly passionate about.  Most amazingly, unlike so many other associates (myself included) and friends that I’ve seen over the years, Del understood - personally and professionally - that being seen as independent and not impulsive demands only one thing - a plan.  Del has always been the man with the plan.  His visions always entailed the ‘practical plumbing’ of preparatory planning.  This demonstrates to the world and I, that he understands that guts without planning is foolhardiness; a trait more people should try to emulate. He understands that independence is not a rash decision, but a calculated conclusion.

Though he won’t show it, underneath his gruff, ex-military manner is a compassionate individual that is deeply guided by his childhood experiences.  Del and I are both ex-military guys; we’ve seen more than enough gruff characters, from Drill Sergeants to company commanders, to master how to emit an heir of hardened stoicness.  I will admit that Del does this a lot more convincingly than I, but its all an act.  Once you pierce through the layers, you see a person that is impacted by what he sees at a visceral level.  He has dealt with personal conundrums in a manner that communicates that he is a good, dependable, and a forgiving friend.  Del is always  looking to empower and champion people who are in less ‘able’ situations.  I truly believe his compassionate conscience has at its genesis, the disconective experiences that would fuse together and be referred to as his childhood.  Though not pleasant at times, his childhood taught him the power of empathy and the painful condescension of sympathy.    He knows first hand how much better your soul feels to build up a person rather than just pity them.

In today’s world, we’ve seen a lot of people say that other people and cultures have different values than ours.  But there is a universal standard of values that I’ve known about, that Del uses in his interactions with others, and when dispensing advice to young people.  

A) Trustworthiness, B) Honesty, C) Respect, D) Responsibility, E) Fairness, and F) Caring.  I have this list of values posted on my wall for all students to see.  But outside of educators and the hopelessly optimistic, most people view these as hollow, empty slogans, not the standard in which to base your actions. This belief seems to have made these values as quaint as the hand written letter sent in the mail.  In today's ‘Post Industrial’ society the overriding mantra is “Be successful, no matter how you achieve success”. These values are what Del espouses every day through his words and actions.  They are what more young people need to hear every day.  They are values that make people good people no matter where they live.  Particularly here in America, we need those values in front of young people … now more than ever.  These are values that I base my actions on, and so does Del.  This is why I admire him so much.  Del is an intelligent and independent man that understands what compassion means and engages himself within the confines of a set of values that make him seem ‘old fashion’ in his interactions with others.  I have no doubt that his impact on others has been just as profound as it has been on me.

Sincerely,

Michael Heath

Mathematics Instructor

Los Angeles, CA

