August 24, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:
I’d like to take a moment and share with you some of my feelings about Del Hughes. When my daughter Courtney expressed an interest in Volleyball I was elated. I have always felt that Courtney had a natural talent for athletics. Realizing the importance of athletics in a child’s’ development, I was more than willing to support Courtney in her quest to become a volleyball player. 
Courtney started out with absolutely no experience, had never touched volleyball, needless to say she lacked confidence. Our first encounter with Del, approximately one year ago, was through personal training. Del was very open and honest about Courtney’s’ potential and assured her that she and only she would determine her success. 
A year later, and having observed many training sessions and practices, I must say Del is truly an inspiration. Del not only teaches the kids volleyball but during his sessions I often hear Del imparting words of wisdom often times not even volleyball related. Del takes the time that he spends with the kids and uses it to encourage, inspire and motivate them. It is apparent to me that Del’s interest in each child does not end in just developing a great volleyball player, but a great person, evidenced by his willingness and ability to relate to each child on her respective level. Del planted a seed in my child a year ago, and through his constant motivation and support I have seen her confidence soar and her game improve. 
Even though Del can be tough, he never fails to make the kids feel that he genuinely cares about not only their success in volleyball, but also their success in life. I must say that is the one attribute that has impressed me most about Del; I feel my daughter’s association with Del will no doubt have a positive and long lasting affect. 
Sincerely,
Kim Butler
Parent of 2004 Columbia High School Varsity Volleyball Team Captain 
