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Well the year has had a ton 

of hills & valleys but no one 

can deny that the ride has 

been worthwhile.  We have 

had one heck of a last cou-

ple of weeks, with teams 

winning all over the place at 

all age groups. We have all 

had just about 10 tourna-

ments where most clubs 

have 8 or less. We will high-

light each of the teams and 

several individuals. Lets Start 

with several of our brightest.  

Valana Vannoy (17 Diamond-1) 

is our 2nd ever to receive 

the Bill Gates Millennium 

Scholarship. It pays for every-

thing and then some. She 

can attend the School of her 

choice. Anywhere. Free of 

charge. Bill picks up the tab. 

He will pay for undergrad, 

masters, PhD, and even a 

2nd if she chooses. All on 

Bill. She gets relocation ex-

penses, 

stipend 

and a com-

puter. All 

she has to 

do is go to 

school. By 

the way, 

Valana is 

also the 

clubs most 

highly re-

cruited athlete. Out-

standing!!  

Whitney Neal (18 Diamond) Is 

on quite the roll academi-

cally. Whitney has a ton of 

academic scholarship offers

(7 at last count) and has 

selected St. Louis University 

just minutes from her sister, 

(also a Boom alumna) a 

sophomore at Washington 

Univ. @ St. Louis.  

Finally, another braniac who 

dons the Orange & Black, 

and has 4 the last 3 years 
Jennifer 
Niedzwicki 
(18 Dia-
mond) 

whoõs 

quiet dis-

position 

boasts the 

clubs 

highest 

GPA. A 

blazing 

4.33 is 

heading out on a presiden-

tial scholarship to Villa-

novaé..Thatõs a $300,000 

scholarship folks.  Hard work 

always pays off in the end.  

Congratulations to each of 

these very special Atlanta 

Boom Volleyball Institute 

athletes. 
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Atlanta Boom Volleyball 

Institute has, as in the past 

been on the receiving end 

of quite a few compliments. 

Perhaps none has been 

more impacting than this 

Court report  April 20th by 

Prep Volleyball.  

Boom helps to shatter  the 

òwin at all costsó feeling that 

seems to permeate youth 

sports these days. We have 

received numerous emails 

and phone calls on the 

sportsmanship of our girls 

and their parents.   

Thank you to each of the 

athletes, parents, teams and 

coaches that have helped to 

build certainly one of the 

most respected and well 

loved clubs around.  We 

areñlike our cheers, BOOM-

TAGIOUS!!!! 

bo 

Boom @ Work in the 

Classroom!  

Boom -tagious -ness Anyone?  

BOOM TALKñ 

All Hail the King 2 

Champions in Training 3 

One Player Short-Now 2  4 

Makes a Club Great? 4 

Behold the 18 Diamond  5 

18 Orange Brings Home 6 

15 & on Cruise Control 7 

17 Diamond Too 8 & 9 

Impact 17 Kim 9 

Our Best Hope 10 

Inside this issue:  

Dig This!  

The Difference Between 
Us 

Commitment! 

Commitment to training is the difference 
between us, and the powerhouses of the 
Midwest, Texas and California. Many 
athletes, especially here at Atlanta Boom 
begin playing much later than their elite 
counter parts elsewhere in the country. 

If we are to compete with the best the 
country has to offer we must commit to a 
stronger sense of personal excellence. We 
must do more on our own . We must help 
our children when they need it mostñduring 
preparation.  

Truth is you are ready to win or not when 
you step on the court. Although sometimes 
its better to be lucky than good. Luck 
certainly favors those who are good.  

What is your commitment level? 
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Only one other team in our history has captured back to back tournament championships. They became a national championship 

team. It consisted of Nikki, Maria, Dani, Jamelah and cast. That accomplishment was bested this year by one of our gems. The 16 Dia-

mond. Coached by Club Director Arleen, Brazilian professional and Div I, Kennesaw coach Carol & National champion Michelle. The 

fact that the 16 Diamond has won back to back to back championships is no fluke.  The 16õs have the best record in the club. It con-

sists of Superstars like Jen Crotty from Starrs Mill, former 16 Diamonds Giavanni Massey and Courtney Weider and several others who 

will soon be gaining all of our attention.  The 16 Diamond are ranked 10th of 94 teams in a region that includes Alabama, Georgia, 

and Tennessee. The 16õs havenõt been fully staffed in any of the 3 tournament victories, which boasts largely of the depth and talent of 

the team. The 16 Diamond are headed up by Master Cheerleader and team Mom Charisse Smith. Charisse is actually a real life cheer-

leading coach herself. Did we plan it that way? No but I bet I know who did.  

This past weekend a cadre of 6 moms sounded off with their backs against a  wall  against over 70 Northern lights parents during the 

Flight 1 finals there in their hometown of Minneapolis. Believe me when I tell you that: organization of a small elite force of Atlanta 

Boom moms cheering together can overwhelm a HEEP of Northern lights parents if winning is on the line. It was & they did! Wel l 

Done ladies. The power of parent support is clearly evident in the team that is the 16 Diamond !  WE CANõT WAITééé. 
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B O O M  T A L Kñ  

All Hail the King!  


